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sh6TpopularTandTpeacefulTuprisingTbeganTinTKahrainTonTU9TFebruaryT7GUUHT

KahrainiTcitizensTdemonstratedTforTfullTdemocraticTrights“TalongsideTdemandsT

forTgreaterTsocio‐economicTjustice“TrespectTforThumanTrights“TlandTreformTandT

anTendTtoTpublicTsectorTcorruptionTandTstate‐sanctionedTdiscriminationTinT

employmentHTTheseTdemandsTwereTultimatelyTmetTwithTaTbrutalTgovernmentT

crackdownHTDozensTofTcitizensTwereTkilledTandThundredsTwereTarrested“T

torturedTandTsentencedTbeforeTmilitaryTcourts“TincludingTdoctorsTwhoThadT

treatedTinjuredTprotestersHT6sTwellTasTthis“ToppositionTplacesTofTworshipTwereT

destroyed“TthousandsTofTworkersTwereTsackedTandTstateTcontrolledTmediaTwasT

usedTtoTinciteTsectarianThatredHT

RespondingTtoTinternationalTpressure“TtheTKahrainTgovernmentTestablishedT

theTKahrainTIndependentTCommissionTofTInquiryTqKICI(HTTheTKICITreportTwasT

publishedTinTNovemberT7GUUHTItTdocumentedTgrossThumanTrightsTviolations“T

includingTtheTsystematicTuseTofTtorture“TandTfoundTthatTsecurityTforcesT

operatedTunderTaT“cultureTofTimpunity”HTTheTKahrainTgovernmentTpledgedTtoT

followTtheTrecommendationsTofTtheTreportTandTreformTitselfTaccordinglyHT

However“TratherTthanTreform“TfurtherTrepressionThasTfollowedHT

InTspiteTofTthis“TprotestsThaveTcontinuedTonTaTdailyTbasisHTHumanTrightsT

defenders“TpoliticalTleaders“Tacademics“Tjournalists“TmedicsTandTteachersT

remainTbehindTbarsHTTortureTpersistsHTTearTgasTisTusedTextensivelyTandT

excessivelyTinTresidentialTareasTasTaTformTofTcollectiveTpunishment“TandT

oppositionTmembersThaveTbeenTstrippedTofTtheirTcitizenshipHTThroughoutTthisT

period“TtheTKritishTgovernmentThasTsupportedTtheTKahrainTgovernment“T

aggressivelyTpromotingTarmsTsalesTandTotherTexportsTandTannouncingTplansTtoT

expandTtheTKritishTmilitaryTpresenceTthereH

February:'CUU:‐:A:popular:uprising:erupts

TheTGeneralTFederationTofTKahrainiTTradeTUnionsTqGFKTU(TbringsTtogetherT5GT

tradeTunionsTandTrepresentsTaroundT7G“GGGTworkersHTOnTU3TFebruaryT7GUUTtheT

GFKTUTcondemnedTtheTattacksTonTdemonstratorsTandTcalledTforTaTgeneralT

strikeTtheTfollowingTday“TdemandingTtheTwithdrawalTofTtheTsecurityTforcesHT

TheTKahrainiTTeachers’T6ssociationTqKT6(TissuedTaTsimilarTstatementTandT

calledTonTteachersTtoTjoinTaTstrikeTcallingTforTaTconstitutionalTmonarchy“TanT

electedTgovernmentTandTforTthoseTTresponsibleTforTkillingTciviliansTtoTbeTheldT

accountableHT

TheTGFKTUTandTKT6TcalledToffTtheTstrikesTafterTtheTsecurityTforcesTmadeTaT

temporaryTwithdrawal“TbutTattacksTandTvictimisationsTofTtradeTunionistsT

increasedToverTtheTfollowingTweeksHT6notherTcallTforTaTgeneralTstrikeTonTU9T

MarchTbyTGFKTUTwasTsupportedTbyTtheTshipyardTworkers’Tunion“TtheTKT6TandT

otherTunionsHT6fterTaTweek“TtheTfederationTleadershipTcalledToffTtheTstrikeT

afterThavingTreceivedTassurancesTfromTtheTgovernmentTthatTworkersTwouldT

notTbeTvictimisedTforTtakingTpartHTHowever“TthousandsTofTworkersTwereT

subsequentlyTsackedTfromTpublicTandTprivateTsectorTjobsHT6lthoughTmostT

workersTwereTultimatelyTreinstatedTfollowingTinternationalTpressure“TtheyT

wereToftenTforcedTtoTsignTnewTcontractsTofTemploymentTwithTlowerTpayTandT

statusHTOtherTworkersTremainToutTofTworkTorTevenTbehindTbarsHT

TheTKT6TwasTdissolvedTbyTtheTKahrainTgovernmentTandT’’TGFKTUTtradeTunionT

leadersTwereTdismissedHT6Tpro‐governmentTtradeTunion“TtheTKahrainTLabourT

UnionTFreeTFederationTqKLUFF(“TwasTcreatedTinT7GU7TandTledTaTdefamationT

campaignTagainstTGFKTUHTTheTgovernmentTalsoTpreventedT7OTinternationalT

observersTfromTtheTInternationalTTradeTUnionTConfederationTqITUC(TandTotherT

organisationsTfromTattendingTGFKTU’sT7GU7TannualTcongressHT

TheTUniversityTofTKahrainTandTKahrainTPolytechnicTwereTsitesTofTrepressionTinT7GUUHTHundredsTofTstudentsTwereTexpelledTforTtakingTpartTinTorTotherwiseTsupportingT

theTpro‐democracyTprotestsHTInTsomeTinstances“TexpulsionTfollowedTfromTsimplyT“liking”TsomethingTonTsocialTmediaHT6tTleastTU’TprofessorsTwereTalsoTarrestedTandT

imprisonedHTProfessorTMikeTDiboll“TwhoTwasTforcedTtoTfleeTKahrainTwithThisTfamily“TwasTanTeyewitnessTtoTviolentTclashesTatTtheTUniversityTonTUOTMarchT7GUUHTKyThisT

ownTaccount“TheTsawThowT“aTpeacefulTpro‐democracyTdemonstrationTwasTattackedTbyTaTgangTofT‘loyalist’TvigilantesTwhoThadTarrivedTonTcampusTequippedTwithT

pickaxeThandles“TironTbars“Tswords“TspearsTandTmachetes‘TtheseTwereTsupportedTbyTMinistryTofTtheTInteriorTPoliceH”TInTMayT7GUU“TtheTUniversityTbeganTforcingT

studentsTtoTsignTaTloyaltyTpledgeTtoTtheTrulingTfamilyHTWhileTmanyTstudentsTwereTultimatelyTreinstated“TothersTwereTsentencedTtoTlengthyTjailTsentencesHT

MahdiT6buTDeebTisTtheTfounderTandTpresidentTofTtheTKahrainTTeacherCsT

6ssociationTqKT6(HTInT7GUU“TtheTKT6TcalledTforTstrikeTactionTseekingT

governmentalTreformHTShortlyTafter“TtheTgovernmentTdissolvedTtheTKT6TandT

arrestedTMahdiTandThisTcolleagueTJalilaTal‐SalmanHTMahdiTwasTbeatenTandTkeptT

inTsolitaryTconfinementTforTM9TdaysHTHeTwasTthenTsentencedTtoTtenTyearsTbyTaT

militaryTcourtHT

MahdiTremainsTbehindTbars“TalthoughTfollowingTinternationalTpressureTfromT

tradeTunionsTandThumanTrightsTorganisations“TinT7GU7ThisTsentenceTwasT

reducedTtoT’TyearsTonTappealHT6ccordingTtoT6mnestyTInternational“TMahdiT

“suffersTfromTneck“TlowerTbackTandTkneeTpainTresultingTfromTtheTtortureTandT

otherTill‐treatmentTheTwasTsubjectedTto”HTHeTisTbeingTdeniedTaccessTtoTcivilianT

doctorsH

DrHT6bduljalilT6l‐SingaceTisTaTrespectedTprofessorTofTmechanicalTengineering“T

whoThasTworkedTatTtheTUniversityTofTKahrainTsinceTU33’HTHeToriginallyTstudiedT

inTtheTUK“TobtainingThisTPhDTfromTtheTUniversityTofTManchesterHTDrT6l‐

SingaceTisTcurrentlyTaTprisonerTofTconscience“TservingTaTlifeTsentenceTsimplyTforT

participatingTinTtheTpro‐democracyTmovementHT

InTMarchT7GUU“TinTtheTmiddleTofTtheTnight“TsecurityTforcesTbrokeTintoThisThomeHT

HeTwasTbeatenTandTultimatelyTtakenTtoTaTmilitaryTprisonTwhereTheTwasTheldTinT

solitaryTconfinementTandTtortured“TbeforeTbeingTsentencedTinTaTmilitaryTcourtHT

DrT6l‐Singace“TwhoTisTparalyzedTinToneTleg“TwasTsubjectedTtoTforcedTstanding“T

beatings“TsexualTandTverbalTassault“TandTotherTtorturesHTHeThasTsufferedTsevereT

ill‐healthTasTaTconsequenceTofTthis“TbutThasTbeenTroutinelyTdeniedTmedicalT

treatmentH
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